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5772 - WEAPONS

Pursuant to State law, Fthe School Board prohibits students from openly carrying a handgun or carrying Pessessihgy
steringfalkinger-usifg-a-weapen—inechiding a concealed weapon or concealed firearm, in a school safety zone, in any
elementary school or secondary school facility, any administrative building, as well as into any Board meeting,ard any
setting that is under the control and supervision of the DistrictBeare for the purpose of school activities approved and
authorized by the DistrictBeard including, but not limited to, property leased, owned, or contracted for by the Board, a
school-sponsored event, a school bus, a school bus stop, or in a Board-owned vehicle.

Definitions

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions shall apply:

A

. "Administration building" is any Board-owned or leased facility where one (1) or more administrative employees are
assigned.

BE. "School property" means the property of any preschool, elementary school, middle school, junior high school,
secondary school, career center, or postsecondary school, whether public or nonpublic.

C. "Weapons and flrearms" as defined in F.S. 790.001 and include, but are not limited to, and weapon which will, is
designed to, or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive, ﬁfeaﬁms——guﬂs-ef—aﬁ-y
Bpes kmves azers—el-u-bs—eleetﬂc—wearpaﬁs— metalllc knuckles, or other deadly weaponrartial-arts-weapens;

"wWeapon" also means any object which, in the
manner in wh|ch it is used, is intended to be used, oris represented is capable of inflicting serious bodily harm or
property damage, as well as endangering the health and safety of persons.

This policy shall also encompass such actions as look-alike items, false fire alarms, bomb threats, or intentional calls to
falsely report a dangerous condition.

Exceptions

The only exceptions to the prohibitions set forth hereinabove include the following:
A. A student may carry a firearm in a case to a firearms program, class, or function which as been approved in advance
by the Principal or site administrator as a program or class to which firearms could be carried.
B. A student may carry a firearm in a case to a career center having a firearms training range.
C. A student enrolled in a Junior ROTC Program may possess a firearm or weapon while under the direct
supervision of District staff members. The Superintendent will promulgate an administrative procedure to
outline the use of a firearm or weapon for Junior ROTC Programs.
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The Superintendent will refershatreguirethat any student who violates this policy to the student's parents or guardians
and to the crlmlnal Justlce or ]uvemle dellnquency system m&ﬁﬂﬁg—a—ﬂe&ﬁeﬁ—%ﬂh&d&v&-&e&wﬂ—t&—fﬁﬂiﬁﬁeﬁ&tﬁ

The Superintendent shall esrspieweusty post such notices at each entrance of a school and/or school building and in areas
inside the building where visitors are reguired to report regarding the prohibitions of openly carrying a handgun or carrying
a concealed firearm. Such Nnotices shall also be posted at each entrance leading inte a school activity (particularly those
activities held outside of the school building) and school campusespareeteftand. Further, notices shall be posted in each
school bus and other Board-owned vehicle, including a school van.

Fursuant to F.S. 790.115(2)(a})3, for the purpese of campus parking privileges, this prohibition shall inciude any firearm or
weapon even if securely encased in a vehicle or other private conveyance regardless of licensure or permit. The District will
post appropriate signage at all properties.

Effective 9/5/12

© Neola 2009
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But for the exceptions specified below, pursuant to State law, Fthe School Board prohibits any visitor and District
employees from openly carrying a handgun or carrying pessessing,-stering—rakingerusirg-a-weaper—nciiding a
concealed weapon or concealed firearm, in a school safety zone, or any elementary or secondary school facility, any
administrative building, as well as into any Board meeting, ane any setting that is under the control and supervision of the
DistrictBeard for the purpose of school activities approved and authorized by the DistrictBeare including, but not limited to,
property leased, owned, or contracted for by the Board, a school-sponsored event, a school bus, a school bus stop, or in a

Board-owned vehicle.

Definitions

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions shall apply:

A. "Administration building" is any Board-owned or leased facility where one (1) or more administrative employees are

assigned.

B. "School property” means the property of any preschool, elementary school, middle school, junior high school,
secondary school, career center, or postsecondary school, whether public or nonpublic.

C. "Weapons and firearms" as defined in F.S. 790.001 and include, but are not iimited to, any weapon which will, is
designed to, or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive, firearms—guns-of-any
type; knives, razersclubsrelectrie-weapens; metallic knuckles, or other deadly weapon. mertiatars—weapens;
affffuRitien—aRd-explosives: Forpurpeses-of-this-pelicy—the-term "wWeapon" also means any object which, in the
manner in which it is used, is intended to be used, or is represented, is capable of inflicting serious bodily harm or
property damage, as well as endangering the health and safety of persons.

Exceptions

The only exceptions to the prohibitions set forth hereinabove include the following:

A. Police or other licensed law enforcement officers, as well as other persons approved by the school or
District on a case-by-case basis, may possess a firearm or weapon.

E. A person may carry a firearm in & case to a firearms program, class or function which has been approved
in advance by the Principal or site administrator as a program or class to which firearms could be carried.

C. A person may carry a firearm in a case to a career center having a firearms training range.

Q@

hitps:/igo.boarddocs.comfflaffean/Board.nsf/Private ?open&login#

172



3/18/24, 11:01 AM BoardDocs® Pro

All District employees shall immediately report knowledge of firearms, weapons, and/or threats of violence by students,
staff members, or visitors to the District Security Center. Failure to report such knowledge may subject District employees
to discipline.

The Superintendent shall require that any District employee possessing a firearm, weapon, or other device designed to
inflict serfous bodily harm, including a concealed firearm or weapon, in violation of this policy and State law, is reported
immediately to the appropriate law enforcement agency, regardless of whether such District employee possesses a valid
concealed weapon license. As well, the staff member shalf be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination,
consistent with law, due process, and the terms of any negotiated agreement.

The Supermtendent shall refer a ﬁeq-u-rre-t-ha-t—aﬁ-y visitor who violates th:s policy toeessessmg—a—weapea—emtheedewc—e

enforcement officials and may take any necessary steps to exclude the ws:tor from Dlstrlct propeﬁ:y and District-sponsored
eventsageney, regardiess of whether such visitor possesses a valid concealed weapon license.

The Superintendent shall eenspiedeusty post such notices at each entrance of a school and/or school building and in areas
inside the building where visitors are required to report regarding the prohibitions of openly carrying a handgun or carrying
a concealed weapon or concealed firearm. Such Nnotices shall alsc be posted at each entrance leading into a school activity
(particularly those activities held outside of the school building) and school campuses pareel-eftand. Further, notices shall
be posted in each schoo! bus and other Board-owned vehicle, including a school van.

Pursuant to F.S. 790.115(2)(a)3, for the purpose of campus parking privileges, this prohibition shalt include any firearm or
weapon even if securly encased in a vehicle or other private conveyance regardless of licensure or permit. This District will
post appropriate signage at all properties.

Effective 9/5/12

© Neola 2008
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5200 - ATTENDANCE

The educational program offered by this District is predicated upon the presence of the student and requires continuity of
instruction and classroom participation. Attendance shall be required of all students enrolled in the schools during the days
and hours that the school is in session. Scheol attendance is the responsibility of parents and students. Absences shall be
reported to the school attendance office by the parent or adult student as soon as practicable.

In accordance with statute, the Superintendent shall require, from the parent of each student of compulsory school age or
from an adult student who has been absent from school or from class for any reason, a statement of the cause for such
absence. The School Board reserves the right to verify such statements and to investigate the cause of each single
absence.

In addition, educators have the responsibility to encourage regular attendance of students, maintain accurate attendance
records, and follow reporting procedures prescribed by the Superintendent. Schools will record absent and tardy students in
the automated student attendance recordkeeping system.

Provision shall be made for promoting school attendance through adjustment of personal problems, education of parents,
and enforcement of the compulsory attendance laws and related child-welfare legislation. Accordingly:
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Failure to report and explain the absence(s) shall result in unexcused absence(s). The final authority for determining
acceptability of the reason for the absence(s) shall rest with the principal.

B. upon each unexcused absence, or absence for which the reason is unknown, the principal shall contact the student's
parent to determine the reason for the absence;

. teachers shall record absentees each period of the school day and report absences, excused and unexcused, as
required by the school;

D. insofar as possible, parents should be contacted each time their child has an unexcused absence or an absence for
which the reason is unknown, to prevent the development of patterns of nonattendance;

E. when a student has at least five (5) unexcused absences or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a
calendar month, or ten (10) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a ninety
(90) calendar day period, the teacher shall report to the Principai that the child may be exhibiting a pattern of
nonattendance. Unless there is clear evidence that the absences are not a pattern of nonattendance, the Principal
will refer to the case to the schoof's child study team to determine If early patterns of truancy are developing. If the
child study team finds that a pattern of nonattendance is developing, a meeting with the parent must be scheduled
to identify potential remedies. If the problem is not reseclved, the child study team will implement interventions set
forth in, and act in accordance with, the requirements in F.S. 1003.26.

1. If a parent refuses to participate in the remedial strategies determined by the child study team because s/he
believes that the strategies are unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent may appeal to the Board.

[\

. The appeal will be head by a hearing officer who will make recommendations for final action to the Board.

3. If the Board's final determination is that the strategies of the child study team are appropriate, and the
parent still refuses to participate or cooperate, the superintendent may seek criminal prosecution for
noncompliance with compulsory school attendance.

If the parent of a child who has been identified as exhibiting & pattern of nonattendance enrolls the child in a home
education program pursuant to R.S. Chapter 1002, the superintendent shail provide the parent a copy of F.S. 1002.41 and
the accountability requirements set forth in F.5. 1003.26. The superintendent shall also refer the parent to a home
education review committee composed of the District contact for home education programs and at least two (2) home
educators selected by the parent from a District {ist of all home educators who have conducted a home education program
for at least three (3) years and who have indicated a willingness to serve on the committee. The home education review
committee shall review the portfolie of the student, as defined by ES. 1002.41, every thirty {30) days during the District’s
regular school terms until the committee is satisfied that the home education program is in compliance with F.S, 1002.41(1)
(d). The First portfolio review must occur within the first thirty (30) calendar days of the establishment of the program. The
following provisions shall also occur if the committee does not determine that the home education program is in compliance
with F.S. 1002.41(1)(d):

A. If the parent fails to provide a portfolio to the committee, the committee shall notify the superintendent.

B. The superintendent shall then terminate the home education program and require the parent te enroll the child in an
attendance option that meets the definition of “regular school attendance” under F.S. 1003.01(13)(a), (b), (c), or
(e) within three (3) days.

C. Upon termination of a home education program pursuant to this subparagraph, the parent shall not be eligible to
reenroll the child in a home education program for 180 calendar days.

D. Failure of a parent to enroll the child in an attendance option as required by this subparagraph after termination of
the home education program pursuant to this subparagraph shall constitute noncompliance with the compulsory
attendance requirements of F.S. 1003.21 and may result in criminal prosecution under F.S. 1003.27(2).

E. Nothing contained herein shall restrict the ability of the superintendent to review the portfolio pursuant to F.S.
1002.41(1)(e).

If a student subject to compulsory school attendance will not comply with attempts to enforce school attendance, the
parent or the superintendent shall refer the case to the case staffing committee pursuant to F.S. 984.12 and the
superintendent may file a truancy petition pursuant to the procedures in F.S. 984.151.

Under the direction of the superintendent, the Principal shall give written notice that requires enrollment or attendance
within three (3) days after the date of notice, in person or by return-receipt mail, to the parent when no valid reason is
found for a student’s nonenrollment in school.

A. If the notice and requirement are ignored, the Principal shall report the case to the superintendent, who may refer
the case to the child study team at the school the student would be assigned according to attendance area policies
or to the case staffing committee, established pursuant to F.S. 984.12.

B. The child study team shall diligently facilitate intervention services and shall report the case back to the
superintendent only when all reasonable efforts to resolve the nonenrollment behavior are exhausted.

C. If the parent still refuses to cooperate or enroll the child in school, the superintendent shall take such steps as are
necessary to bring criminal prosecution against the parent. Subsequently, the superintendent shall give written @
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notice in person or by return-receipt mail to the parent that criminal prosecution is being sought for nonattendance.
The superintendent may file a truancy petition, as defined in F.S. 984.03, following the procedures outlined in F.S.
984.151.

Each school should also establish procedures to ensure good attendance consistent with this policy.
Make-Up for Absences

For excused absences, the student shall have a reasonable amount of time, up to ten (10) school days, to complete make-
up work. Principals may grant extensions to the make-up time limit for extenuating circumstances.

For unexcused absences, each principal shall establish site-specific policies that encourage both regular attendance and
high academic achievement, and shall review and modify these policies from time-to-time as required to maintain and
improve their effectiveness.

Excused Absences
The Board considers the following factors to be reasonable excuses for time missed at school:

A. Personal illness of the student {medical evidence may be required by the principal or designee for absences
exceeding five (5) consecutive days).

. Court appearance of the student.
. Medical appointment of the student.
. Pregnancy related issues (see also Policy 5751).

. Approved school activity.

m m O MO W

. Insurmountable conditions. Insurmountable conditions are extreme weather conditions, communicable disease
outbreaks, and local conditions determined by the School District which, after taking into account the material
circumstances, would render impracticable a student's attendance at school. (F.A.C. 6A-1.09513)

G. Other absences with prior approval of the principal or designee.

H. Attendance at a center under Children and Families Services supervision.
I. Significant community events with prior permission of the Principal.

J. Religious instruction or religious holiday.

K. Death in the immediate family.

L. Appointments for a therapy service provided by a licensed health care practitioner or behavior analyst certified
pursuant to Florida law for the treatment of autism spectrum disorder including, but not limited to, applied
behavioral analysis, speech therapy, and occupational therapy.

Absences not included in excused absences listed above shall be unexcused.

Students may not be given excused absences to remain out of school for the purpose of working unless the job is an
integral part of the student’s instructional program.

Discipline

No student will be suspended for unexcused tardiness, lateness, absence, or truancy but the student may be assigned to
detention or placed in existing alternative programs.

Any student who fails to attend any regularly scheduled class and has no excuse for absence should be referred to the
appropriate administrator. Disciplinary action should include notification to parents or guardians.

A student’s grade in any course is based on his/her performance in the instructional setting and shall not be reduced for
reasons of conduct. If a student violates the attendance or other rules of the school, s/he should be disciplined
appropriately for the misconduct, but his/her grades should be based upon what the student can demonstrate s/he has
learned.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative procedures that:

A. provide the student and his/her parents the opportunity to challenge the attendance record prior to notification and
that such notification complies with applicable Board rules;

B. require a school session that is in conformity with the rules of the State Board;
C. govern the keeping of attendance records in accordance with the rules of the State Board;

D. identify the habitual truant, investigate the cause(s) of his/her behavior, and consider modification of his/her
educational program to meet particular needs and interests;
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E. require that students whose absence has been excused have an opportunity to make up work they missed and
receive credit for the work if completed;

F. require that any student who, due to a specifically identifiable physical or mental impairment, exceeds or may
exceed the District's limit on excused absence is referred for evaluation for eligibility either under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or other appropriate
accommodation.

Habitual Truancy

Whenever any student has a total of fifteen (15) unexcused absences from school within ninety (90) calendar days, with or
without the knowledge or consent of the parent, s/he will be considered habitually truant. The Board authorizes the
Superintendent to inform the student and his/her parents of the record of excessive absences as well as the District's intent
to notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, if appropriate. The Superintendent is authorized to file a
truancy petition under F.S. 984.151 if a student has accrued at least five (5) unexcused absences, or absences for which
the reasons are unknown, within a calendar month or ten (10) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are
unknown within a ninety (90) calendar day period or has had more than fifteen (15) unexcused absences in a ninety (90)
calendar day period.
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F.S, 743.067

42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.

Adopted September 4, 2012

Last Revised March 28, 2017

5111.01 - HOMELESS STUDENTS
Definitions

Children and youth who are identified as meeting the Federal definition of "homeless" will be provided a free appropriate
public education (FAPE) (inciuding a public preschool education) in the same manner as all other students of the District
and other services needed to provide equal opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic standards to which all
students are held, To that end, homeless students will not be stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as
homeless. The District shall establish safequards that protect homeless students from discrimination on the basis of their
homelessness. The District shall regularly review and revise its poticies, including scheool discipiine policies that impact
homeless students, including those who may be a member of any of the protected classes (Policy 2260 - Nondiscrimination
and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity).

This policy is designed to identify students experiencing homelessness and to refer such students and their families for
services available through the McKinney-Vento Act and services provided by local community social service entities.

Definitions

"Students experiencing homelessness" pursuant to State law means individuals who lack a fixed, reqular, and adequate
nighttime residence (as defined in 42 U.S.C. Section 11432) and include children and youth who meet any of the following
criteria:

A. children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a
similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;

B. children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human heings;

C. children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations, or similar settings; and

D. migratory children who are living in circumstances described in A through C above.

"Unaccompanied homeless youth" means a child or youth whose living arrangement qualifies as homeless under the
definitions above and who is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

According to non-regulatory guidance from the U.S. Department of Education (ED), standards for adequate housing may
vary by locality. Please see Education for Homeless Children and Youth Programs, Non-Regulatory Guidance, U.S.
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Department of Education (ED), for factors to consider when determining whether the setting in which the family, child, or
youth is living lacks one (1) of the fundamental utilities such as water, electricity, or heat; Is infested with vermin or mold;
lacks a basic functional part such as a working kitchen or a working toilet; or may present unreasonable dangers to adults,
children, or persons with disabilities.

Pursuant to the McKinney-Vento Act, an unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or youth and not in the physical
custody of @ parent or guardian. Under State law an unaccompanied homeless youth who is sixteen (16) years of age or
older and found to be an unaccompanied homeless youth eligible for services under Federal law shall be issued a certificate
by the District's McKinney-Vento Liaison on District letterhead documenting their status which is to be accepted by medical
providers and the courts.

Additionally, pursuant to Federal and State law, children or youth who are experiencing homelessness also include
migratory children who are living in circumstances described in A-D above.

Questionnaire(s)

The District shall create and utilize a student housing questionnaire(s) to be used in all public schaools, including charter
schools, to identify students who are experiencing homelessness and who may be eligible for services under the McKinney-
Vento Act. The following requirements apply:

A. A student housing questionnaire must be provided to parents, guardians, and unaccompanied homeless youth at
least once annually and whenever there is evidence that a student may be experiencing homelessness throughout
the school year.

B. A student housing questionnaire must be included in the annual school enrollment packet.

C. A student housing questionnaire may be distributed or returned electronically, but it must be available in hard copy,
if requested.

Beginning July 1, 2024, any student housing questionnaire will prominently explain that the purpose of the form is to
identify students and families who may be eligible for services in the school or local community. In addition, the
questionnaire will request the following information:

A. student's name (first name, middle initial, last name);

B. student's birth date;

C. student's school and grade;

D. names, birthdates, schoot, and grade for each additional child or youth in the household;

E. parent's or guardian's name;

F. street address;

G. length of time at current address;

H. former address;

1. parent's, guardian's, or unaccompanied homeless youth's phone number;

J. parent's, guardian's, or unaccompanied homeless youth's signature and date of signature;

K. selectton of nighttime residence type, using the residences defined in the "Homeless Student, PK-12" data element
in FA.C. 6A-1.0014;

L. selection if the student is an unaccompanied homeless youth, as defined in 42 U.S.C. Section 11434(a)(6);

M. selection of homelessness cause, using the causes defined in the "Homelessness Cause" data element in F.A.C. 6A-

1.0014.
Services to Homeless Children and Youth
The District will provide services to homeless students that are comparable to other students in the District, including:

A. transportation services (Policy 8600 - Transportation);
B. pubtic preschool programs and other educational programs and services for which the homeless student meets
eligibility criteria including:
1. programs fer children with disabilities (Policy 2460 - Exceptional Student Education)
2. programs for English learners (ELs) (i.e., students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP)) (Policy 5780
- Student/Parent Rights);
3. programs in career and technical education (Policy 2421 - Lively Technical Center);
4. programs for gifted and talented students (Policy 2460 - Exceptional Student Education; Policy 5780
- Student/Parent Rights);
5. school nutrition programs(Policy 5335.01 - Food Allergies; Policy 8500 - Food Service Program; Policy 8510
- Wellness; Policy 8531 - Free and Reduced-Price Meals);
. before - and after-school programs; and
. Title I programs (Policy 2261 -~ Title I Services; Policy 2261.01 - Parent Participation in Title I Programs;
Policy 2261.02 - Title I - Parents’ Right to Know).

~ O

The Superintendent will appoint a McKinney-Vento Liaison who will perform the duties as assigned by the Superintendent,
including those required under F.A.C. 6A-10.088. Additionally, the Liaison will:

A. coordinate District programs;
B. collaborate with other school districts, community services providers, and organizations, including:
1. local social services and other community agencies to provide support to homeless students and their
families;
2. other school districts regarding homeless student-related transportation, transfer of school records, and other

inter-District activities as needed; and @
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3. housing authorities.
C. collaborate with the State Coordinater for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth and school personnel
responsible for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and youths, including
exceptional student education needs.

Unaccompanied homeless high school youth will receive counseling to prepare and improve their readiness for
postsecondary education.

School Stability

Maintaining a stable school environment is crucial to a homeless student’s success in school. An "eligible school" is the
school of origin, the school zened for the address where the student is temporarily residing, or ancther school which
students residing in that attendance zane are eligible to attend. To ensure stability, the District must make school
placement determinations based on the “best interest” of the homeless child or youth based on student-centered factors.
The District must:

A. continue the student’s education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness when a family becomes
homeless between academic years or during an academic year; and for the remainder of the academic year even if
the child or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year and continued to receive all McKinney-
Vento Act benefits; or

B. enroll the student in any public school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the child
or youth, or the family of the child or youth, is actually living are eligible to attend.

When determining a child or youth’s best interest, the District must assume that keeping the homeless student in the
school of origin is in that student’s best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the student’s parent or
guardian, or the student if they are an unaccompanied youth. The school of origin is the school the student attended when
permanently housed or the school at which the student was last enrolled, inctuding a public preschool. The schooi of origin
also includes the designated receiving school at the next level for feeder school patterns, when the student completes the
final grade level at the school of origin.

When determining the student’s best interest, the District must also consider student-centered factors, including the impact
of mobility on achievement, education, health, and safety of homeless students and give priority to the request of the
student’s parent or guardian, or youth (if an unaccompanied youth). The District also considers the school placement of
siblings when making this determination.

If the District finds that it is not in the student’s best interest to attend the school of origin or the school requested by the
parent or guardian, or unaccompanied youth, the District must provide the individual with a written explanation and reason
for the determination in a manner and form understandable to the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth. This written
explanation will include appeal rights and be provided in a timely manner.

Immediate Enroliment

The District has an obligation to remove barriers to the enroliment and retention of homeless students. Enroll and
enroliment include attending classes and participating fully in school activities. If a schoal other than the student’s school of
origin is chosen on the basis of a best interest determination, the homeless student must be immediately enrolled, even if
the student does not have the documentation typically necessary for enrollment, such as immunization and other required
health records, proof of residency, proof of guardianship, birth certificate, or previous academic records. The homeless
student must also be enrolled immediately regardiess of whether the student missed application or enrollment deadlines
during the pericd of homelessness, fails to meet uniform or dress code requirements, or has outstanding fines or fees.
Students must be provided appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by homeless children
and youth while attending a prior school.

The enrolling school must immediately contact the school last attended by the homeless student to obtain relevant
academic or other records. If the student needs immunization or other health records, the enrolling school must
immediately refer the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth to the Liaison, who will help obtain the immunizations,
screenings or other required health records. Records usually maintained by the schoaol must be kept so that they are
available in a timely fashion if the child enters a new school or district. These records include immunization or other
required health records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or
programs. Procedures for inter-State records transfer between schools should be taken into account in order to facilitate
immediate enrollment.

In addition, it shall be the District’s responsibility to make sure that, once identified for services, the homeless student is
attending classes and not facing barriers to accessing academic and extra-curricuiar activities for which they meet relevant
eligibility criteria, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education, advanced placement, online
learning, and charter school programs (if available).

Transportation
The District shall promptly provide homeless students with transportation services that are comparable to those available to
non-homeless students. At the request of the parent or guardian, or the liaisen in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the
District shall provide, or arrange for, transportation to and from the student’s school of origin.
A. If the homeless student continues to live in the District, transportation shall be provided, or the District shall arrange
for the student's transportation, to/from their school of arigin.
B. If the homeless student resides in another school district, but the best interest determination is that the student
should continue their education at the school of origin in the District, the District and the school district in which the
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student now resides shall agree upon a method to equitably apportion responsibility and costs for transportation to
the school of origin.

If there is not agreement, the District shall assume responsibility to transport the student from the district of
residence to the school of origin in the District. Since Federal law requires that the responsibility and costs to be
shared equally, the district of residence shall be invoiced for their share of the cost for transportation.

C. If the homeless student resides in the District, but the best interest determination is that the student should
continue their education at the school of origin in another district, the District and the school district in which the
student’s school of origin s located shall agree upon a method to equitably apportion responsibility and costs for
transportation to the school of origin.

If there is no agreement, the District shall assume responsibility to transport the student to the school of origin in
the other district. Since Federal law requires the responsibility and costs for transportation services to be shared
equally, the district in which the school or origin is located shall be invoiced for their share of the cost for
transportation.

D. When the student obtains permanent housing, transportation shall be provided to and from the school of origin until
the end of the school year.

The mode of transportation shall be determined in consultation with the parent or guardian and shall be based on the best
interest of the student.

In accordance with Federal law, the above transportation requirements still apply during the resolution of any dispute. The
District will work with the State to resolve transportation disputes with other districts. Until the Districts reach agreement,
the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally costs for transportation are to be shared equally.

If the disputing district is in another State, the District will turn to the State for assistance as Federal guidance says that
both states should try to arrange an agreement for the districts.

Dispute Resolution

Homeless families and youths have the right to challenge placement and enrcliment decisions. If a dispute arises between
a school and a parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth regarding eligibility, school selection, or enroliment of a homeless
student, the District must follow its dispute resolution procedures, consistent with the State's procedures. If such a dispute
occurs, the District will immediately enroll the homeless student in the school in which enroliment is sought pending final
resolution of the dispute, including all appeals. The student will receive all services for which they are eligible until all
disputes and appeals are resolved.

Pursuant to Federal and State law, State Board rule, and this policy, the District will provide the parent, guardian, or
unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of all decisions regarding school selection and enrollment made by the
District, along with a written explanation of appeal rights.

The District’s notice and written explanation about the reason for its decision will include, at a minimum, an explanation of
how the school reached its decision regarding eligibility, school selection, or enrollment, including the following:

A, a description of the proposed or refused action by the school;

B. an explanation of why the action is proposed or refused;

C. a description of other options the school considered and why those options were rejected;

D. a description of any other relevant factors to the school’s decision and information related to the eligibility or best
interest determination such as the facts, witnesses, and evidence relied upon and their sources; and

E. an appropriate timeline to ensure deadlines are not missed.

The District’s notice and written explanation shall include contact information for the Liaison and the State Coordinator, and
a brief description of the roles of each. The District’s notice and written explanation shall also inform the parent, guardian,
or unaccompanied youth that the Liaison is responsible for providing information describing the State-level dispute
resolution process and distributing the appropriate forms to all parties wanting to file an appeal.

To initiate the State-level appeals process, within ten (10) working days after receiving written notification of the District-
tevel or inter-district decision, the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth may file an appeal with the Liaison, who must
provide it to FLDOE. Upon receipt of an appeal, the Liaison is required to notify FLDOE of the State-level appeal and
provide that appeal to the FLDOE. The local liaison also must log incidents of State-level appeals in the FLDOE Online
Dispute Resolution Tracking System.

The FLDOE and the Commissioner of Education will render a decision on any appeal and provide a copy of such decision to
the parties.

All decisions and notices shall be drafted in a language and format appropriate for low-literacy, limited vision readers, and
individuals with disabilities.

For children and youth and/or parents or guardians who are English learners or whose dominate language is not English,
the District will provide translation and interpretation services in connection with all phases of the dispute resolution
process pursuant to Federal laws.

The District will also provide electronic notices via email if the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth has access to
email followed by a written notice provided in person or sent by mail.

Homeless Children in Preschool
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Homeless preschool-aged children and their families shall be provided equal access to the educational services for which
they are eligible, including preschool programs, including Head Start programs, administered by the District. Additionally,
the homeless child must remain in the public preschool of origin, unless a determination is made that it is not in the child’s
best interest. When making such a decision on the student’s best interest, the District takes into account the same factors
as it does for any student, regardless of age. It also considers pre-school age specific factors, such as 1) the child’s
attachment to preschool teachers and staff; 2) the impact of schoal climate on the child, including school safety; the quality
and availability of services to meet the child’s needs, including health, developmental, and social-emotional needs; and 3)
travel time to and from school.

The District must also provide fransportation services to the school of corigin for a homeless child attending preschool, It is
the District’s responsibility to provide the child with transportation to the school of origin even if the homeless preschooler
who is enrolled in a public preschool in the District moves to another district that does not provide widely available or
universal preschool.

Public Notice

In addition to notifying the parent or guardian of the homeless student or the unaccompanied youth of the applicable rights
described above, the District shall post public notice of educational rights of children and youth experiencing homelessness
in each school. In addition, the District shall post public notice of the MeKinney-Vento rights in places that homeless
populations frequent, such as shelters, soup kitchens, and libraries in a manner and form understandable to the parents
and guardians and unaccompanied youths.

Records

The local liaison will assist the homeless students and their parent(s) or guardian(s) or unaccompanied homeless students
in their efforts to provide documentation to meet State and local requirements for entry into school.

All records for homeless students shall be maintained, subject to the protections of the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) and Policy 8330, and In such a manner so that they are available in a timely fashion and can be
transferred promptly to the appropriate parties, as required. Pursuant te the McKinney-Vento Act, information regarding a
homeless student’s living situation is not considered directory information, Is held confidential, and must be provided the
same protections as other non-directory personally identifiabile information (PII) contained in student education records
under FERPA. The District shall incorporate practices to protect student privacy as described in AP 8330, and in accordance
with the provisions of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act
(FVPSA).

No Board policy, administrative procedure, or practice will be interpreted or applied in such a way as to inhibit the
enrollment, attendance, or school success of homeless children.

Annual and Other Reporting Requirements

By August 1st of each year, the District will submit the Florida McKinney-Vento Program District Contact Directory and
Listserve Update utilizing the appropriate FLDOE form. The District will also report information on students experiencing
homelessness to the FLDOE during the survey periods and use the elements set forth in F.A.C. 6A-1.0014.

The School District will notify the Florida McKinney-Vento Program within ten (10) school days of a change in assignment of
or contact information for the District liaison.
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